From:  <“Alumni Sponsor of Award”>
Sent: <Date>
To: <” School Principal or Award Coordinator”>
Cc: <book_award@washcoll.edu>
Subject: << School Name>  Book Award from Washington College>
<Greeting and Name>,

The Washington College Alumni Association is pleased to make available a Washington College Book Award at <School Name>.  I wish to sponsor this book award in 2011 on behalf of the Washington College Alumni Association, and I would appreciate it if you could forward this message to the coordinator or provide me with the appropriate contact information.  

A few particulars about this award:

The Washington College Book Award is typically presented in the spring to a member of the junior class selected by you and your staff who has produced outstanding written work in the field of history.  Such work should demonstrate one or more of the following:

· elegant writing;

· thoughtful analysis;

· in-depth research;

· the ability to connect stories and ideas from the past to the issues and problems of the present. 

Receiving this award does not influence the recipient’s chances for admission into Washington College, but application in the following fall is certainly encouraged.

The award recipient will receive the current year’s winner of The George Washington Book Prize.  Each year, Washington College (in partnership with the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History and George Washington’s Mount Vernon) presents the $50,000 George Washington Book Prize to the author whose recently published work contributes to a greater public understanding of early American history.

The current winner of the George Washington Book Prize is Richard Beeman, for Plain, Honest Men: The Making of the American Constitution (Random House). A specially-autographed copy of this book will be awarded to the selected recipient.  
Some helpful links if you wish to do more research:

Washington College - http://www.washcoll.edu/
Washington College Book Award - http://alumni.washcoll.edu/bookaward.php
C. V. Starr Center - http://starrcenter.washcoll.edu/
George Washington Book Prize - http://starrcenter.washcoll.edu/gw_book_prize/ 

I look forward to working with you and your staff in order to recognize a deserving member of your junior class as this year’s recipient of the Washington College Book Award.
   

<Name and contact information>
